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pledge and I have as deep a sense of responsibility as he has and I think I am
as patriotic as he is, I am asking this question in order to avoid difficulties
and as the Right Hon'ble Gentleman knows in private for the last several weeks
before it ever came to this House, I have been urging these matters when I thought
they would never be a subject of public discussion and in order to avoid difficul-
ties, which will undoubtedly arise if this interpretation is accepted in India
without a single word of repudiation. I am asking the Right Hon'ble Genlteman
now whether he accepts this very grave interpretation in a formal considered
document by the Indian leaders in regard to this Conference."
Mr. Wedgwood Benn replied, " I should not have said that the Right
Hon'ble Gentleman was cross-examining me in order to make difficulties and I
apologis e to him. I should have said that the question he was asking might
make difficulties and the answer to him is this, there", is the statement: it is
explicit and clear, Nothing has to be added and nothing has to be taken from
it. I have nothing to add."
Mr. Lloyd George again intervened and said if it were clear, it would be
clear to these extraordinarily able men, who are the Indian leaders. They are
all very able. They are asking and they say at the end they have practically
asked whether they are right in their interpretation. They are practically asking
it and it is perfectly evident that it is not clear to them because there is one
interpretation that has been put here and there is another interpretation that
has been placed upon it in India. This is far more important, if I may say so.
Mr, Wedgwood Benn proceeded, "I have nothing to add, not one single
word to the answer I have given. The Viceroy's statement was very carefully
drafted. It has been approved and it is published. I have made it perfectly
clear to-day that both in respect of the declaration and of the Conference it
stands, as it stands and no questions of the Right Hon'ble Gentleman will lead
me to add one word or take one word away and I must beg him to regard that
as my final answer.'*
Sir W, Bavinson asked whether Mr. Benn agreed with what Lord Passfi&ld
had said.
Mr. Benn continued : " I will say no more. I had some other remarks of
a general kind to make but I do not think I can make then because I do not
know that I can succeed, after the cross-questioning that has gone on, in doing
what is my main purpose to do and that is to justify and explain what Government
thought it their duty to do and to do it in such a way as would not cause any
misunderstanding or produce an atmosphere which would place difficulties in
the way. I will simply say this—that the problems that face us are very grave.
The Right Hon'ble Gentleman has spoken of the gravity of the task that lies
ahead* There are obstacles in the path. There are two ways of regarding the
obstacles. You can regard them as an excuse for abandoning a pre-determined
purpose or you can regard them as merely exciting a desire to overcome them.
He would be a poor friend to the cause of Indian Self-Gevetnment who would
deny the existence of real obstacles, both in substance and In time. But I say
that it is the conviction, not only on this side, but I believe in all parts of the
House, that these obstacles, real as they are, can be overcome if they are appro-
ached in a spirit of sincerity and of good-will/'
Sir John SIMON said that when the Indian Statutory Commission was ap-
pointed its members made for themselves a rule, which they have most strictly and
faithfully observed, that none of them would take part of any sort or kind in any
public discussion that might arise about Indian affairs until our report was made
and our task done. My colleagues and I have very anxiously considered whether
even in the present circumstances it would not still be better that no one should
say any word with the authority of the Statutory Commission. I think it was
Francis Bacon9 who observed that an over-speaking judge is no well-tuned
symbol and we have been endeavouring to discharge and intend to go on
discharging the duties laid urjon us by Parliament which are really of a semi-
judicial character. The House may be quite sure that the few words I am going
to say certainly will not provoke heat, but are solely designed, in great sincerity

